the following: 2 . 23 ; 2 . 25 ; 2 . 39 and z.!6 kg /day, the first two treatments differing significantly from the two others.
this was all the more marked as the restriction was severe.
No significant difference was noticed between groups with respect to cutting criteria. The loin /backfat ratio was in favour of carcasses from animals having been restricted after ad libitum feeding and evolved parallel to the intensity of feed restriction. This was also the case for average backfat thickness. For these two criteria, the results obtained with progressive feed restriction (treatment i) were located between those obtained with the more liberal treatments.
Consequently, fattening length of pigs, total feed intake and commercial grading of carcasses cannot be optimized simultaneously. (or 3 , 7 6 0 Kcal metabolisable energy) per kg dry inatter and the apparent digestibility coefficient of the energy represented 88.8 per cent. The apparent digestibility of crude protein (8 4 . 2 %) was slightly lower than that of soya-bean meal protein (8 9 %). The amino-acid composition of the seeds determined in this study indicates that the protein balance of peas is good, especially with respect to lysine ( 7 . 4 g for i6 g nitrogen).
